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Texas Academic Performance Report (TAPR) provides the academic performance of students and schools in Texas. This report can be used to indicate where schools are succeeding and where they are failing. The information gathered from the report can be used to aid in the improvement of students’ and schools’ performances. Improved performances can be in the areas of inclusion, proficiency in languages, math, and sciences, rate of graduation, and dropout. 
Cedar Hill high school is in Cedar Hill Texas in the Cedar Hill ISD school district while Skyline high school is in Dallas Texas, in the Dallas ISD district. These high schools have similar demographics, accounting for high student populations, thus excellent for performance comparison. In the 2018-2019 academic year, Cedar Hill high school had a student population of 2262 students, an average teacher experience of 9.7 years, 96.6% four-year graduation rate, and an accountability rating of C (The Texas Tribune, 2019). On the other hand, Skyline high school had a student population of 4143 students, an average teacher experience of 12.1 years, 85.1% four-year graduation rate, and an accountability rating of C (The Texas Tribune, 2019). 
From the TAPR report, it was identified that Cedar Hill high school was performing excellently in social studies, U.S. history, and Biology. The school showed weaknesses in ELA/Reading, English I and English II. On the other hand, Skyline high school portrayed excellent performances in U.S. history, social studies, algebra, and mathematics. Poor performances were experienced in English I, English II, and ELA/Reading. According to the Texas Education agency (2019), Cedar Hill high school had a grade of 93% in social sciences, 93% in U.S. history, and 82% in biology. Skyline high school had a grade of 93% in social sciences, 93% in U.S. history, 78% in algebra, and 78% in mathematics. In this context, it can be identified that both schools performed excellently in social sciences and U.S. history. Poor performances were identified in English I, English II, and ELA/Reading. The percentage grades in these areas were 62%, 66%, and 64% for Cedar Hill high school, and 62%, 63%, and 63% for Skyline high school respectively. 
In both schools, discrepancies were identified in English I, English II, and ELA/Reading. In these areas, there were poor performances for all races and ethnicities. In Cedar Hill high school, English I performance for African Americans was 46% and 59% in 2018 and 2019 respectively. In the same years, Hispanics had 33% and 72%, whites 43% and 56%, special education 11% and 26%, and 86% for Asians in 2019 (Texas Education Agency, 2019). The performance of Skyline high school in English I for African Americans was 52% and 52% in 2018 and 2019 respectively. For the same period Hispanics had 60% and 65%, whites 62% and 75%, 43% and 40% for Asians, and 31% and 21% for special education (Texas Education Agency, 2019). Although there was a slight increase in the performances of students in English I, English II, and ELA/Reading, there is still the need to improve them to exceed state performances. 
The declining performances in these subjects for both high schools can be linked to economic challenges, a small percentage of students enrolled in bilingual/ESL, and limited English proficiency (The Texas Tribune, 2019). In a report by The Texas Tribune (2019), Cedar Hill high school had 35.9% students at the risk of dropping out, 62.5% economically disadvantaged, and 3.3% with limited English proficiency. Skyline high school had 75.4% students at the risk of dropping out, 77.5% economically disadvantaged, and 29.8% with limited English proficiency (The Texas Tribune, 2019). 
The low performances in these areas in both high schools can be improved by allocation of more funds to address the needs of economically disadvantaged students. Increasing these funds will increase the percentage of students who are eligible for free lunch. Providing students with free lunch will motivate them to learn and enhance their performances. Also, the funds can be used to purchase more learning materials to help students improve their English proficiency. The second strategy that can be used to improve performances in these subjects is increasing the percentage of students enrolled in bilingual/ESL. Increasing enrollment in this program would allow students to learn English in addition to their native language. Better performances can be achieved by reducing the number of students in English classes. Having classes with a smaller number of students will allow teachers to focus on student needs effectively, thus increasing their proficiency. The school districts can also increase the number of teachers to lower the teacher student ratio. Currently, the ratio of students per teacher in Cedar Hill high school is 16.4 and in Skyline high school is 17. Reducing the number of students per teacher will ensure that teachers can customize lessons to meet students’ needs, thus improving their performances. 
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